Disclaimer: If I owned JQ I wouldn't have to write this.  I own my =


characters, devices, and places.





Intro: this one's sorta weird, but to understand the fics I'm working on =


now, you need to read it.  Kind of...interesting. =20





CAT: ALT, E, I - sort of.  The only thing that's all that crazy =


is...something I can't say or I'd give the whole thing away.  Anyway, =


some stuff in here is so weird I figured I should put that there.  Just =


in case.





Blackout





by Ashleigh Quest








"I *hate* thunder," Ashleigh grouched. Jonny tried not to laugh at his =


sister.





"Oh, poor baby," Cate said, but shut up when her friend gave her a death =


glare. "What=92s with you and thunder, Ashleigh?"=20





"Well, I=85I didn=92t hear much of it when I was a kid," Ashleigh said, =


shooting a look at Arik and Bryan. Sam realized what Ashleigh meant - =


don=92t blow my cover. Very few people knew Ashleigh=92s true history of =


lying and deceit.





"Huh, really?" Arik mumbled. "That=92s odd." Ashleigh started to panic.





"Why, Arik? Lot=92s of boarding schools have sound proof buildings and =


stuff," Jonny said casually. Ashleigh shot him a grateful look.





"Yeah," Jessie chimed in. Ashleigh mouthed a =91thank you=92 when Bryan =


and Arik turned back to the TV. Then the power went out.=20





"Oh, great," Cate whined. "Just what we needed."





"Be quiet guys, and let Ashleigh do her thing," Jessie said.





"Huh?"=20





"Ashleigh has unusual eyesight, my friends."





"Yes! Got it!" Ashleigh called out, and the room was bathed with light. =


"Flashlights to the rescue!"





"Wait a sec - we have our own power generators, guys," Sam said slowly. =


"Someone must have cut the power!"





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Shoot! The brats know we cut the power," a man whispered into his =


radio.=20





"So what? You will get the ones we need, and get them now. Got it, =


Weston?" The man started muttering under his breath.





"Whatever." Weston looked at his files. Got to get the blonde girl and =


the younger of the two blond boys, he thought, then crept towards the =


house.





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Guys, sometimes the power isn=92t cut," Jonny said. "If the generators =


are hit, then there=92s no power. I don=92t care anymore. Let=92s just =


go to bed, all right?" The others agreed, and filed up the stairs, =


unknowing that Jonny was dead wrong.





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Weston, do you have them?"=20





"Yes, sir. I=92m returning to base, now. Just keep Bannon, Quest, and =


Valesquez busy, all right?"





"Fine. But hurry." The helicopter sped away from the mansion, leaving =


most of the ambushed occupants behind.





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





The next morning, Sam woke up with a terrible headache. "Ouch, how=92d I =


get this?" she grumbled. "C=92mon, Jessie! Cate! Ashleigh! Get up!" she =


called as she threw her pillow towards Ashleigh=92s bed.=20





"I=92m up, I=92m up," Cate grumbled. "But don=92t yell next time - my =


head hurts,"





"No kidding," Jessie said. "Me too."





"And me. Maybe Ashleigh has one, too, but we=92ll never know if we =


can=92t get her out of bed."





"True. Let=92s go downstairs and get some nice, ice-cold water, okay?" =


The other two grinned at Jessie.





"All right!"





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Oh!" Cate exclaimed, and stopped in her tracks. "I didn=92t think you =


guys were up," she said apologetically to Arik and Bryan.





"Did you come down for food, or ice water to wake up Jonny?" Jessie =


asked with a grin.





"Ice water," the boys said.





"Us, too," Sam said, smiling.





"You know, my friends, this is very odd," Hadji said slowly as he walked =


into the room. "I don=92t believe that -" Hadji started to say =


something, but stopped and was staring in bewilderment around the room.





"Uh, Hadji? Are you all right?" Bryan asked. Hadji shook his head.





"No, I must not be=85none of us are. Do you all have headaches?" =


Everyone nodded. "I see=85so do I. And my room smells funny. And=85"





"Hadji?" Arik said. "What=92s wrong?"





"Well=85I thought Jonny and Ashleigh might have gotten up early and =


stuffed their beds with sheets to play a practical joke on us. But they =


aren=92t anywhere in this house=85maybe, Sam, you were right about last =


night=92s blackout. Maybe someone cut the power, drugged us, and took =


them!"





The only sound was the glass jar Bryan had been holding shattering as it =


fell to the floor.











By the way, I forgot to change the title from 'Blackout' to 'A New =


Form.'  The official title is A New Form.





"Ashleigh! C=92mon, snap out of it!" Jonny hissed. His sister didn=92t =


respond. "Get up!" he added angrily.





"I=92m up, I=92m up, but what=92s with the temper?" she moaned.





"Well, we were kidnapped last night by the U.S. government. How=92s that =


for a start?" Ashleigh sat up immediately.





"You=92re kidding, right?" she asked anxiously. He shook his head. "Oh, =


no=85did they take our, um, grab bags?" He grinned.=20





"Nope - don=92t think they knew about them."





"Yes=85this=92ll be fun!" she giggled. He agreed.=20





"Uh-oh - someone=92s coming, Ashleigh. Pretend you=92re still out," =


Jonny ordered. Ashleigh lay back down immediately.





"Oh, is little baby sister still asleep?" a man crooned through the bars =


in the door. Jonny glared at him.





"Does little baby agent want to be asleep due to a concussion?" Jonny =


replied in the same tone of voice. The man backed away from the door.





"Fine, be that way. Oh - you=92re supposed to share this with your =


sister when she wakes up," he added, as the wall opened to reveal two =


trays of food and two glasses of water.=20





"Great. Just what I always wanted," Jonny said, snickering.=20





"Shut up, or I=92ll separate you two. Wouldn=92t like that, would you?" =


the agent mocked. Jonny was quiet. "Good=85you=92re smarter than you =


look." Then the door in the wall slammed shut, and they were left in =


darkness.





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Oh, you=92re both awake now. Good - this means I can get all of the =


introductions over with. I=92m Special Agent Frank Weston," said a =


sneering man. Ashleigh glared at him.





"You mean that our government is doing so poorly that they had to send a =


special agent to get us?" Ashleigh said, mocking him.=20





"Shut up, you little-"





"Why don=92t you stuff it yourself, Weston!" Jonny said angrily. "We =


could break out of this cell, you know. I don=92t think it would look =


good on your resume if we did." Frank backed away.





"I see. You do have a point. Now, lets see=85WHITE!" he bellowed. A =


small, nervous-looking man in a lab coat ran over.





"Yes, Agent Weston, Sir?"=20





"I think that we=92re ready for the=85experiment. Prepare the subjects." =


Jonny and Ashleigh jumped to their feet.





"WHAT!" both shouted. Weston grinned evilly.





"You can tell =92em, White. Bye-bye, kiddies," he sneered, then walked =


away, laughing.





"Um, well, you see=85uh=85"





"You=92re Dr. White, aren=92t you? That missing bio-chemist?" Ashleigh =


accused. The man nodded.





"Yes=85the government enlisted me to=85help them," the man said, =


nervously looking down the hall.





"With what?" Jonny demanded.





"I discovered a new kind of technology that allows certain types of =


people to be turned into=85half-human, half-animals." The siblings =


gasped, and backed away from the door.





"You=92re going to do that to *us*? Why?" Ashleigh said.





"You two share a sort of telepathic link, which you inherited from your =


mother." Both looked at each other, scared.=20





"So what?"





"Well=85plus, you=92re good with computers, firearms, =


surveillance=85basically, my job is to turn you two into the most =


powerful weapon this country has ever seen. Now, we can do this the hard =


way, or the easy way. You can be *awake* when this happens, or =


unconscious. Which do you prefer?"





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"The tracking devices are all being scrambled," Cate reported. "I =


can=92t trace them at all."=20





"Oh, no=85you=92re the expert with computers, Cate, and the rest of us =


haven=92t gotten anywhere, either. This means that Jonny and Ashleigh =


are lost to us forever!" Sam wailed.=20





"Not forever, Sam. We=92ll find them," Bryan answered determinedly.=20





"This is so weird," Jessie mumbled. "The only people with technology to =


scramble our tracers like this is the government," she added =


offhandedly.





Arik, Bryan, Sam, Hadji, Cate, and Jessie stopped thinking and stared at =


each other. "I=92m on it!" Cate shouted, and ran to the terminal. "It =


does all make sense=85Dr. Quest, Race, and Estella were all invited to a =


government banquet and awards ceremony, which was probably set up just =


to get them away. Then, all that the agents would have to take care of =


is us. They did that easily enough. What I can=92t figure out is why =


they wanted Jonny and Ashleigh."





"I can." Bryan and Arik stared at Jessie. "You guys wouldn=92t =


understand, because you don=92t know where Ashleigh really lived when =


she was little. You might as well know the true story," she said =


apologetically.





"You can tell them on the way to Roswell," Cate said. "Because I just =


found them."





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Jonny?" Ashleigh thought. "Where are you?"=20





"I=92m over here, Ash."=20





"Oh. What the-" Ashleigh thought as she saw him. "You - you=92ve been =


turned into a half-human, half-lion!"





"And you to a half-human, half tiger," he pointed out.





"Oh - good point. Wait a sec - why don=92t I see your mouth moving when =


we talk?"





"We aren=92t talking, Ashleigh; we=92re reading each other=92s thoughts. =


Must be that telepathic mumbo-jumbo what=92s-his-face was talking =


about."





"Oh - you mean, we can=92t talk."





"Right."





"Great. Just what I always wanted. Well, anyway, we have to get out of =


here and try and find the others," she said.





"Yeah, we do. *And* we have to avoid them," he said, pointing his =


clawed, furry finger at men and women walking around with semi-automatic =


rifles.





"Uh, Jonny? Question for you," Ashleigh =91said=92 slowly.





"What?"





"Why do they have REAL guns?"








*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"There," Arik said, pointing at a building while typing on his laptop. =


"That facility." Jessie groaned.





"It=92s *way* too big. We=92ll never find them," Sam argued.





"We will, Sam, because we have to." Bryan stated it like it was a fact =


of life.





"Well, let=92s go, then. Everyone have enough, uh, toys to get by?" Cate =


asked with a grin. Hadji nodded.





"Lead the way," Jessie said, as the six teens slipped inside unnoticed.








*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"I *really* don=92t like doing this, Jonny. I mean=85it=92s my old life, =


all over again."=20





"I know, Ashleigh, but=85it=92s them or us. I don=92t like killing them, =


either. We have no choice," Jonny said glumly.





"I guess. But=85"





"I understand, sis. But right now we need to go and find Jessie, Hadji, =


Sam, Bryan, Cate, and Arik. I know that they=92re here," he said slowly.





"Oh, you smell them, too?" Ashleigh asked, surprised.=20





"Yep. Let=92s go-"





"Jonny, look out!" Ashleigh screamed as she leaped on a man getting =


ready to fire his gun at him.





"Wow, thanks!"





"No problem. You were saying?"





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Well, anything?" Sam whispered to Cate. She nodded.





"Yeah - they=92re in this room," she said, pointing at the biggest area =


on the screen. The team had gotten inside the main computer room at the =


government=92s Roswell, New Mexico base.=20





"Man, you wouldn=92t think they=92d give them a big room, for all the =


trouble those two would cause here," Bryan whispered suspiciously from =


his post.





"Oh=85" Cate groaned, her eyes wide.





"Cate! What=92s wrong with you?" Jessie said.





"Not - not me, Jessie," Cate answered, her voice shaking. "Look=85" =


Everyone ran to the computer screen and gasped.





"No=85" Arik whispered.





"We must act quickly, my friends!" Hadji exclaimed, and the team ran out =


into the hallway.





"I hope we=92re in time," Sam whispered.











"They=92re this way, Jonny," Ashleigh said from her rafter. "I can smell =


it, and you can hear them running from a mile away with this hearing," =


she added. Jonny nodded, and leaped forward to join her.





"Ashleigh=85"





"What=92 s wrong?"





"They=92re going to be afraid of us, Ash," Jonny said sadly. "Look at me =


- look at you=85"





"We won=92t scare them. If I know them, without us they=92ve stayed in =


one group instead of splitting up. We=92ll just round them up into one =


group and let them figure out who we are. Hadji will figure it out," she =


said determinedly. "Even if we can only talk to each other, through our =


minds."





"You=92re right. Look!" Jonny added, pointing at a large group coming =


down the hallway. "Is that-"





"It is!" Ashleigh shouted as she caught a glimpse of fiery red hair. =


"That=92s Jessie! And Cate, and Sam, and Arik, and Hadji, and Bryan!"=20





"I know their names. Now, c=92mon!" he called as he leapt from the steel =


bar. Cate screamed, and everyone else took a step backwards when they =


saw Jonny. He hung his head. "C=92mon, Ashleigh. Might as well keep them =


scared, huh?" he said sadly. Ashleigh leapt down and hugged him.





"It=92s all right, Jonny. They just don=92t recognize us, that=92s all," =


she whispered fiercely.=20





Hadji took a step forward, and gazed curiously at the two beings in =


front of him. One was a girl, the other a boy.=20





The =91girl=92 was wearing a shimmery navy blue dress that swung when =


she moved. It had a short skirt to it, and long sleeves that ended like =


gloves without the part to cover your fingers. Her finger-claws extended =


through them. She looked to be half Siberian tiger, with her white fur =


and black stripes. Her hair, which reached a little below her shoulders, =


was black. The tiger-girl looked to be a human, except for the black-and =


white fur, and the tail. She was barefoot.





The boy was a cross between a lion and a human. He had brown hair and =


tawny fur, and was wearing a navy T-shirt and khaki shorts. He, too, was =


barefoot, and had a tail with a long tuft of fur. His features were more =


cat-like than the others, but they were still human. Then something =


occurred to Hadji.





"Do you speak?" he asked. The lion shook his head. "Can you understand =


us, though?" Both nodded vigorously. "Hm=85our friends, who were =


kidnapped, were being held in that room," Hadji said, gesturing towards =


the door in the wall. "The girl was fifteen, the boy sixteen. Did =


you=85kill them? We saw pictures of bodies=85"





"Mrow," the tiger said, shaking her head. Then she gestured at herself =


frantically, then at the lion. Hadji gasped.





"Ashleigh? Jonny?"





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Come on, my friends - if the government did this to you, they most =


certainly will want you back, and will follow us," Hadji said, trying to =


urge Jonny and Jessie to make the plane go faster.





"Hold your horses, Hadji - we=92re going as fast as we can," Jessie =


said. "Anyway, they won=92t shoot us out of the sky. They can=92t risk =


and international incident like that - what with you on board and all."





"Sometimes, I hate the fact that people won=92t follow their original =


intentions because of my office in Bangalore."





"Then again, Hadj, it=92s a good thing this time!" Arik said cheerfully. =








"YES!" Bryan shouted. "We=92re over the compound. Jonny, Ashleigh, you =


guys get into the lighthouse A.S.A.P. I=92ll put the compound on Level 5 =


security."





"Level 5!" Sam gasped. "You mean, the one where if they come close, they =


literally get fried?" Bryan nodded.=20





"Good thing, too, pal. They=92re right on our tails!" Arik called from a =


window in the back of the plane. "Now would be a good time to activate =


those shields that can deflect bullets," he added, rummaging in the =


cargo area.





"This is insane," Hadji muttered underneath his breath. "And I used to =


think it was bad, with Surd=85now our own government is attacking us!" =


Ashleigh heard him, and started making muffled meowing sounds. "My, you =


really can hear everything, can=92t you, my friend?" Ashleigh nodded. =


"Then that was laughter?" he asked, and she grinned.





"Cut the chatter; we=92re out of here!" Jessie yelled, and all eight =


poured out of the Dragonfly III. Jonny and Ashleigh stood still as the =


others ran towards the lighthouse.





"Come on, guys!" Cate screamed. Both shook their heads, motioning to the =


others to go ahead. "Well, hurry then!" Ashleigh smiled.





"They don=92t understand that we can, uh, *eliminate* the problem by =


staying behind, do they?" she asked Jonny.





"Nope, don=92t think so. But they also don=92t seem to understand that =


we can carry on telepathic conversations." Both smiled as the government =


plane landed.





"Come out, both of you!" they heard Weston=92s voice scream through a =


megaphone.=20





"Should we?" Ashleigh asked impishly.





"Sure! From behind. Ambush?" Jonny said.





"Ambush!" she agreed. Both started moving silently and invisibly through =


the woods, creeping up on the other plane.





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"What *are* those idiots doing?" Jessie said angrily. "I mean, here we =


are, practically defenseless, with government agents all over the =


compound, and they=92re off somewhere where we can=92t find them! Ugh!" =


Everyone stared at her.





"Jess, you need to calm down!" Arik said slowly.





"I am *PERFECTLY* CALM!" she shouted. He backed off.=20





"Oh=85I didn=92t realize."





"QUIT MOCKING ME!" Jessie screamed. Hadji couldn=92t take it anymore.





"I can=92t help it!" he exclaimed, then burst into hysterical laughter. =


Cate and Sam tried to stop from joining him, but they got one look at =


the other=92s face, and joined him. Soon, everyone was collapsed on the =


floor or in chairs, still laughing.





"All right! Come out with your hands-" an agent started to yell, but =


stopped when she saw the scene in front of her. "What are these kids =


*on*?" she asked her bewildered partner. He shrugged.





"Maybe we should leave them here?" he suggested timidly.





"Yeah - definitely. They look dangerous." Jessie couldn=92t take it any =


more, and pulled herself off the floor. Quickly, she reached underneath =


a desk and pulled out a very *large* gun.





"GET OUT!" she screamed at them between laughing fits. Quickly, she =


pointed the gun and fired. "QTE - cover your mouths and noses!" she =


added as a canister landed on the floor and exploded. The two agents =


were on the floor, out cold. Quickly, the team composed themselves and =


ran out.





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Whoa - did you see Jessie=92s gun?" Jonny asked. Ashleigh nodded.=20





"Must have been a present from Race, huh?" she answered as they =


continued leaping through the trees.





"Look - there it is!" Jonny exclaimed.





"Yeah, no kidding. Do we just barge in there, or use a strategic plan, =


or what?"





"Well, they=92ll be expecting us to barge in through the door, most =


likely. But if we didn=92t go through the door=85"





"Oh, I get it. Let=92s go!" Ashleigh said happily, making sure her claws =


were fully extended. "You know," she added thoughtfully, "if I didn=92t =


hate this so much, I=92d actually like it, as weird as it sounds."





"I know - having these strange new abilities, skills, being half-cat - =


it gives us a new challenge," Jonny answered.





"Still, I much prefer being entirely human. Anyway, we have a job to do =


- the team can=92t hold out for long inside the house!"








"Man, that was a bad idea. I mean, crossing those kids with jungle cats. =


They=92re practically invisible in the woods; only almost invisible =


because sometimes they want us to know where they are. I guess that this =


means going renegade is a bad idea, huh, Bill?" a young agent complained =


to a superior.





"Yes, I guess so," the older man said slowly. "But then again, we =


shouldn=92t have let Weston take charge. He wanted way too much =


vengeance on the Quest family."=20





"Really? Why?"





"He=92s the doctor=92s dead wife=92s cousin. Apparently, he wanted the =


job of bodyguard for the kids himself, but the Quests wouldn=92t let =


him. Then the girl was kidnapped, and then the wife died=85Weston thinks =


he could have prevented it."





"Huh, that=92s-" the young one started to say, but was interrupted by a =


low growl.





"DUCK!" one screamed as Jonny and Ashleigh burst in through the wall. =


Ashleigh picked up a piece of metal and hit both of them over the head. =


Jonny stared at her.





"Why didn=92t you finish them off - they=92re renegades!" he said. She =


shook her head.





"Because of them, we now know why Weston was after us. His own =


cousin=92s children. Save it for him," she said angrily. He nodded. =


"Now, we better go check on the team," she added. "Knowing them, they =


could use a couple of=85what are we, anyway?"=20





Jonny glanced at his bewildered sister. "Well, either mutants, or =


shape-shifters," he said. "We might be able to turn from this form to =


human," he explained as she stared at him.=20





"Don=92t think so - I tried. Didn=92t work at all. But let=92s stop =


pondering that and go help!"





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Uh, Jess, that was the last of the ammo," Bryan said. "Now what?" He =


threw down the gun and backed up as the agents closed in.





"C=92mon, kiddo. Gimme the gun and maybe-" the man never got to finish =


his sentence. Bryan and the others jumped back, then relaxed.





"Oh, hi guys!" Cate said. Ashleigh smiled, and then joined the fight =


Jonny and a female agent were having. She stooped, grabbed the gun, and =


hit the woman over the head. Jessie stared.





Ashleigh shrugged, and Jonny grinned. "Now what, Jonny? The only one =


left is Weston," Ashleigh reminded him. "And he=92s out for vengeance =


against Dad - through us." Jonny bit his lip, and stared at the floor, =


then started grinning again.





"I have an idea - we have to get him into Questworld for it to work, =


though," he said. Ashleigh nodded.=20





"I understand - isn=92t it convenient to be able to read each other=92s =


minds? But, seriously, we have to explain it to them," she said, and =


gestured at their friends.





"This could be a problem," Jonny answered.





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Okay, so, you guys can carry on telepathic conversations?" Jessie asked =


bewilderedly. Ashleigh nodded as Jonny continued to set up equipment. =


"Good thing you can still type. Otherwise you never could have told us =


your plan," she added thoughtfully. Ashleigh grinned.





"Sam!" Cate yelled. "Can you come help Arik and me?" Sam ran over to her =


friends. Ashleigh stared questioningly. Cate shook her head. "I=92m =


sorry, Ashleigh. No luck yet," she said sympathetically. "But don=92t =


worry - you won=92t be like this forever. We=92ll find the antidote." =


Ashleigh smiled pathetically.=20





Sam shook her head sadly. She doesn=92t even try to cover up how she =


feels, Sam thought. It=92s like=85her humanity has basically been stolen =


from her. She had no idea how right she was.=20





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Jonny! HIDE! He=92s coming!" Ashleigh called out to her brother. =


Quickly, he ducked behind one of the VR chairs. Everyone else was =


already in the room next door so that they couldn=92t be used as bait to =


make the two come out of hiding.





"Here, kitty, kitty, kitty," Frank Weston hissed as he walked through =


the door.





"ASH, NOW!" Jonny shouted. Ashleigh dropped silently to the ground and =


leaped on the renegade agent, putting the VR visor over his eyes as =


Jonny activated Questworld. "We got him!" Jonny yelled happily. Ashleigh =


ran over to the big screen and turned it on.=20





"Look at him! He=92s so confused!" Ashleigh giggled. Jonny nodded. "Oops =


- we better go get the gang, huh? Jessie=92s probably ready to kill them =


again!" Jonny laughed and ran next door to get their friends.





"You trapped him, already?" Jessie asked, out of breath from running. =


Ashleigh shrugged. "Boy, you weren=92t kidding when you told us you were =


faster."=20





Ashleigh normally would have laughed, but she was getting anxious about =


Weston being in Questworld. Then her eyes got wide, and she grinned.





"Jonny, how about I go into Questworld and do this guy some damage. =


Please?" she begged.





"Okay - but I=92m going too."





"YES!" she shouted. This was going to be fun=85





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"Those two scare me," Bryan said offhandedly, pointing at Jonny and =


Ashleigh. Jessie nodded.





"I know what you mean=85they seem to enjoy bringing this guy to near =


death. And they haven=92t said why they enjoy it, either," Arik =


answered.





"That=92s why Cate is getting together an antidote, my friends. Jonny =


and Ashleigh cannot help the fact that their cat side is taking over. =


They are now only partly human. I have run a scan on them in Questworld, =


without their knowing, and if an antidote is not administered within two =


hours, they will be like this forever," Hadji said sadly.=20





"I know=85I feel so sorry for them. They had no choice=85and it seems to =


me that Ashleigh is especially ticked off - she=92s acting like she did =


as Silver Shadow, or Elana, whichever you prefer," Sam said with a =


shudder. All of them looked concerned.





"I can=92t take this any more, Hadji. We=92ll still need to question =


that guy=85whatever his name is. I think he=92s the leader. Pull Jonny =


and Ashleigh out of Questworld. Please." Jessie=92s voice was =


pain-filled.





"PULL THEM OUT! I GOT IT!" Cate cried.





*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~





"What the Sam Hill is going on here?" Race asked as he touched down the =


Dragonfly II. "We go to a banquet, and come back to find a military =


plane sitting on one of the runways."





"I think this means go inside, now!" Dr. Quest called. All three adults =


jumped out of the plane and ran to the house.





"WHAT HAPPENED?" Estella ordered. All eight kids were sitting around the =


kitchen table, fast food wrappers all over the kitchen.=20





"Uh, hi, Mom. Um=85nothing much?" Jessie squeked. Race and Dr. Quest =


exchanged looks.





"Okay. Hadji, spill it," Race said quietly. Hadji started to sweat =


nervously as the others shot him glances that said =91you do, you =


die.=92





"I see=85uh=85well=85you wouldn=92t believe me if I told you, Race. And =


I don=92t want to see any bodily harm befall anyone=85" Dr. Quest =


started laughing.





"What did you guys do? Crank call Washington? Is that why there is a =


military plane out there?" Jonny slapped his forehead.





*We forgot to move it, Ashleigh,* he said telepathically. Although they =


were no longer mutants, thanks to Cate=92s quick work on the antidote, =


but could still send each other messages through their brains.





*Oops=85we did, didn=92t we?* she answered sheepishly. The others were =


all staring at them.





"Jonny, Ashleigh. What did you do. When you look like that I know =


you=92ve done something."=20





"Uh, Dad? Hadji=92s telling the truth. You=92d never believe us," Jonny =


said slowly.





"If we told you."=20





"When did you two start being able to finish each other=92s sentences?" =


Dr. Quest ordered.





"Uh-oh=85" Ashleigh said meekly. "Um=85go ask Cate!" she shouted, and =


ran up the stairs. Jonny quickly got up and followed her mad dash. Sam, =


Hadji, Jessie, Bryan and Arik all looked at each other, then Cate, then =


Race, Estella, and Dr. Quest.





Sam quickly shoved aside all the sandwich wrappers. "We have to go too! =


Bye!" she shouted as those five hightailed it out of the kitchen.





"Cate=85" Benton Quest left his threat unheard.





"Um=85I found this really cool way to reverse the effects of someone =


being turned into a half-jungle cat half-human because some guy named =


Weston did that to Jonny and Ashleigh while you were gone at the =


banquet," she said quickly. "I gotta go too!" she added, and followed =


the trail her friends left. Dr. Quest, Race, and Estella sat down and =


tried to decipher what she had said. Then Race jumped up.





"WHAT!" he shouted, and ran up the stairs. Quickly, he tried the doors. =


Ashleigh=92s door was locked, and he assumed the kids were all inside. =


"COME OUT AND EXPLAIN THIS IN DETAIL!" he bellowed. Jessie cringed from =


her hiding spot inside the room. The others tried not to laugh.





"What, Dad?" Jessie called innocently. "Why are you yelling at Ashleigh? =


I=92m in my room, if you want to talk," she added, throwing her voice. =


All of them heard Race stomping down the hallway.





"Five=85" Jonny said.





"Four=85" Ashleigh added.=20





"Three=85Two=85One=85" all of them whispered, joining in.





"WHAT THE SAM HILL!?" Ashleigh started laughing hysterically.





"Jess, that was cruel! You shouldn=92t have sent him to find Weston and =


company quite yet!" Sam cried out.=20





"Maybe=85say, Dad will be coming within three minutes to break down the =


door. Maybe we should go out the window and take a nice vacation in =


Hawaii for a week?" Jessie suggested. The others looked grimly at each =


other and nodded.  "Or a month, perhaps," she added as she saw the =


others faces.





*Good thing I put the trampoline under my window earlier, huh, Jonny?* =


Ashleigh asked telepathically. Jonny nodded, and then they jumped out =


the window.=20





THE END (for now. Let me know what you think, okay?)





